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FCV USER GROUP 
NEWSLETTER 30 August No. / 


It’s Newsletter time again - which means we recently had a user group 
meeting. Why weren’t you there? 


Group membership has expanded to include two new members - Kevin 
Wells (Engineers) and John Lloyd (Kallista). Unfortunately this 
expansion is not reflected in meeting attendances. 


Those of you in Melbourne may be interested in the advertisement 
below which appeared in the City &xtra Newspaper. 
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The next free seminar is on Monday 3rd of September. Midweek courses 
start on 11/9 and are held on Tuesday and Thursday nights between 6 
and 8pm. Alternatively you can attend Saturday morning classes 
between 9am and ipm. The next Saturday morning classes start on 15/9. 
Cou'se content is flexible, being tailored to suit each group. 
Generally weeks 1 to 3 cover basic and week 4 covers elementary 
Systems analysis and flow charting. System design and file handling 
is covered and if time allows graphics and sound are also included. 
There is a minimum class size of six. It has been suggested that if 
there were enough interested we could #ill a class from within the 
user group. Contact Guy Matters or Ron Scott if you’re interested. 


This issue has a few bits and pieces for tape users. 

The first is a utility program which performs the function of a tape 
directory. The program is called "Quikfind", and is stored at the 
beginning of a tape. Names of all the programs on the tape and their 
positions according to the tape counter are input initially into 
Quikfind. Then each time you want to find and load a program you load 
Quikfind, give it the name of the program you want to find when you 
run it, and then push fast forward, GQuikfind will then find the 
beginning of the program. If you’re interested in Quikfind, contact 
Fred Cumming. 


Reading other people’s tapes or commercial tapes can sometimes pose 
problems - usually because of tape player head alignment problems. 
Below are a few hints on how to adjust head alignment. 





Tape Drive Head Alignment 


You don't have to return your Commodore Datasette to 
the dealer if you suspect the head is out of alignment. The 
alignment screw (on the older square models) is in the 
hole under the label), and on the newer rounded model is 
in the hole in the middle behind the keys. 

Alignment is adjusted while the play button is held 
down. All you need is a Phillips-head screwdriver and 
several commercially produced tapes. 

1. LOAD a tape. 

2: -PRINTSPEEK (630),\ST 

3. Write down the result of 2. 
4 


If the result is not two zeros, turn the head-adjusting 
screw, slightly counter-clockwise — about 5—10 
devrees. 


Write down which way you turned the screw. 
Do steps | to 3 again. 


7. If your PEEK gives a higher number then you have 
turned the screw the wrong way. 


Don 


8. Turn the screwdriver in small steps repeating steps | 


to 3 until the PEEK gives you 0 0. 


9. Finally LOAD 3 or 4 commercial and some of your 
good tapes to ensure the results are always 0 0. 


Your tape head is then aligned to read the tapes you 
need. 
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Still on datasettes, one unlucky recent buyer has found, through exchanging 
datasettes four times and phone calls to Commodore, that Taiwanese 

made datasettes don’t work with particular makes of television. 

Japanese datasettes are reputedly more reliable. One explanation I’ve 
heard for this is to do with the electromagnetic field from the 
television interfering with the datasette. 


Tt seems that some Of Our members have a problem remembering what 
programs they have and have not got. They’ve solved this problem with 
& program to alphabetically sort file names. File names are stored in 
data statements within the program and read into string variables for 
sorting. Future modifications to this program were suggested such 
that sorted file names would be written to a data file which could 
then form the input file when new programs are added to the list. 


LIBRARY NOTICES. 


The Introduction to Basic tape now resides in the user group library 


and has already been out on loan. Moves to add more tapes are well 
under way. 


Those questionaires most members completed have been compiled and 
some of the results are attached. We hope they enable you to identify 
others with similar interests. 

For those who haven’t returned questionaires, you’ve got a second 
chance (or a first chance if you’re a new member). There should be a 
questionaire attached if we haven’t received anything from you. . 
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MUSIC 


P Young R Smith J Rishworth S Shaw R Rawson D James N McCarthy R 
Safstrom B Marsden 


APPLICATIONS 

B Waugh Recording business transactions, Horse racing. 

S$ Shaw Fire planning 

D James Budgeting, Investment analysis, Filing information 
N McCarthy Wages and Analysis 

R Scott Home inventory, Loan and mortgage, Personal finance 
R Alphey Word processing 

GAMES 

ALL 


P Young B Waugh G Matters J Rishworth S Shaw G Hedger M McCarthy B 
Marsden G Weir 


SHOOT’EM UP 
R Safstrom 


ADVENTURE/PUZZLE 
R Smith R Rawson D James R Safstrom P Bray F Cumming R Scott R Alphey 


STRATEGY 
R Rawson D James N McCarthy P Bray F Cumming R Scott R Alphey 


PERSONAL EDUCATION 

BASIC 

B Waugh R Smith G Matters J Rishworth S Shaw G Hedger R Rawson D 
James M McCarthy N McCarthy R Safstrom B Marsden F Cumming R Scott G 
Weir R Alphey 


M/C LANGUAGE 
P Young B Waugh G Matters J Rishworth G Hedger R Rawson D James M 


McCarthy N McCarthy F Cumming R Scott R Alphey 


GAMES 
P Young B Waugh R Smith G Matters J Rishworth S Shaw G Hedger R 


Rawson R Safstrom B Marsden P Bray F Cumming R Scott G Weir R Alphey 
M McCarthy 


TYPING 
G Hedger 


CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 


Name Ages Spelling Maths Co-ord’n Senpoen 

P Young i912. 15 4 v i 

B Waugh 13,15 4 v - 
Va 7 ail 

R Smith Del yY 

J Rishworth 

S Shaw 5,7,12 v ‘ 5 % 

R Rawson 6,6 vw S Vv, e 

D James {tte die tae 

R Safstrom &,11,13 e Ve fy. 

B Marsden 10,13 v g 

P Bray 4,6,0, 1 Y v 

R Scott 4,8, 14ei16 4 v 4 v 
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